
ITOPF was created nearly 50 years ago in order to provide
specialist services to the oil tanker industry. This has now
evolved into assisting all types of ships. Responding to ship-
source spills of oil, chemicals and other hazardous substances
is ITOPF’s priority service. This is provided worldwide, 24
hours a day, 365 days of the year. 

This is normally performed, without charge, except for
expenses, at the request of the ship’s P&I Club or owner. 

ITOPF’s role on site varies according to the circumstances of
the incident, but it is always
advisory and based on a
consistent scientific approach.
This normally includes one or
more of the following activities:

• advising all parties on the
potential fate and effects of the
oil, chemicals and other
hazardous substances 

• advising and assisting all parties on the most appropriate
clean-up techniques, with the aim of mitigating any damage 

• helping to source equipment and assisting in organising the
clean-up in cases where the shipowner is required to mount
the response operation

• undertaking surveys, monitoring the clean-up and advising
all parties on the technical merit of response actions 

• investigating damage to the marine environment and fisheries

• advising on methods to mitigate environmental and
economic losses, including restoration options 

The aim is to reach agreement with all stakeholders on
measures which are technically justified and best suited to
the particular circumstances. This helps ensure that the
clean-up is as effective as possible and that damage is
minimised. It also means that subsequent claims for
compensation can be dealt with promptly and amicably.

For more information visit: www.itopf.com
To contact ITOPF in an emergency, please call by telephone:
+44 (0)20 7566 6999 (office hours) or
+44 (0) 7623984606 (out of hours). 

Alternatively, please contact the Managers. 
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WE TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO REMIND
MEMBERS THAT SHIPS ENTERED WITH THE CLUB
ARE ALSO AUTOMATICALLY MEMBERS (TANKERS)
OR ASSOCIATE MEMBERS (NON-TANKERS) OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL TANKER OWNERS POLLUTION
FEDERATION (ITOPF). ITOPF IS THERE TO HELP IN
THE EVENT OF A POLLUTION INCIDENT. 

ITOPF RESPONDS TO SPILLS OF ANY SIZE IN ANY LOCATION – NO SPILL IS 
TOO SMALL. EVEN IN THE MOST STRAIGHTFORWARD CLEAN UP CASES, 
A CALL TO ITOPF SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS THEIR INPUT OR INFLUENCE
CAN BE BENEFICIAL IN ENSURING BEST PRACTICE IN A RESPONSE AND CAN 
ALSO LIMIT THE COST. ITOPF ALSO PROVIDE TECHNICAL GUIDANCE AND
INFORMATION ON THEIR WEBSITE AS WELL AS ARRANGING FOR EDUCATION
AND PLANNING FOR ALL TYPES OF POLLUTION RELATED OPERATIONS. 


