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Collision Regulation Posters: COLREGs rules 5, 6, 10, 13 and  17 
 

  
 
The scene played out in the poster depicts the ship at dusk in a traffic separation scheme with a bustling port on  
the port side. The ship is intending to cross the separation scheme and head for the anchorage in order to take on 
bunkers.  The ship is beginning to alter course across the traffic separation scheme and is proceeding at a safe 
speed, with the engines on immediate notice for manoeuvring to comply with the factors for the setting of a safe 
speed as set out in Rule 6. All appears to be fine…  
 
The master orders hard to port, however the cadet has observed a fast ship overtaking at high speed on the port 
quarter.  The master retracts the helm order and reduces the engine revs to maintain steerage.  The overtaking ship 
is obliged to keep clear under Rule 13 and as the stand-on ship the overtaken ship is required to keep her course 
and speed.  In this case, providing the overtaken ship maintains steerage and does not alter course in front of the 
overtaking ship, the Rules are met.  Unfortunately accidents of this nature do occur even when the bridge team is 
well manned.  On a positive note, the bridge team management clearly is working, as the cadet has the confidence 
to question the master which results in the avoidance of a serious incident.  
 
 



 

INTERNATIONAL REGULATIONS FOR PREVENTING COLLISIONS AT SEA, 1972  
(as amended by Resolutions A464(XII), A626(15), A678(16), A736(18) and A.910(22)) 
 
Section I – Conduct of vessels in any condition of visibility 
 
Rule 5 Look-out 
Every vessel shall at all times maintain a proper look-out by sight and hearing as well as by all available means 
appropriate in the prevailing circumstances and conditions so as to make a full appraisal of the situation and of the 
risk of collision. 

 
Rule 6 Safe speed 
Every vessel shall at all times proceed at a safe speed so that she can take proper and effective action to avoid 
collision and be stopped within a distance appropriate to the prevailing circumstances and conditions. 
 
In determining a safe speed the following factors shall be among those taken into account: 
 
(a) By all vessels: 

 
(i) the state of visibility; 

 
(ii) the traffic density including concentrations of fishing vessels or any other vessels; 

 
(iii) the manoeuvrability of the vessel with special reference to stopping distance and turning ability in the 
prevailing conditions; 

 
(iv) at night the presence of background light such as from shore lights or from back scatter of her own lights; 

 
(v) the state of wind, sea and current, and the proximity of navigational hazards; 

 
(vi) the draught in relation to the available depth of water. 

 
(b) Additionally, by vessels with operational radar: 

 
(i) the characteristics, efficiency and limitations of the radar equipment; 

 
(ii) any constraints imposed by the radar range scale in use; 
 
(iii) the effect on radar detection of the sea state, weather and other sources of interference; 
 
(iv) the possibility that small vessels, ice and other floating objects may not be detected by radar at an adequate 
range; 
 
(v) the number, location and movement of vessels detected by radar; 
 

(vi) the more exact assessment of the visibility that may be possible when radar is used to determine the range 
of vessels or other objects in the vicinity. 
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Rule 10 Traffic separation schemes 
(a) This Rule applies to traffic separation schemes adopted by the Organization and does not relieve any vessel of 
her obligation under any other Rule. 
 
(b) A vessel using a traffic separation scheme shall: 
 

(i) proceed in the appropriate traffic lane in the general direction of traffic flow for that lane; 
 

(ii) so far as practicable keep clear of a traffic separation line or separation zone; 
 

(iii) normally join or leave a traffic lane at the termination of the lane, but when joining or leaving from either 
side shall do so at as small an angle to the general direction of traffic flow as practicable. 

 
(c) A vessel shall, so far as practicable, avoid crossing traffic lanes but if obliged to do so shall cross on a heading as 
nearly as practicable at right angles to the general direction of traffic flow. 
 
(d)  (i) A vessel shall not use an inshore traffic zone when she can safely use the appropriate traffic lane within the 

adjacent traffic separation scheme. However, vessels of less than 20 metres in length, sailing vessels and vessels 
engaged in fishing may use the inshore traffic zone. 

 
(ii) Notwithstanding sub-paragraph (d) (i), a vessel may use an inshore traffic zone when en route to or from a 
port, offshore installation or structure, pilot station or any other place situated within the inshore traffic zone, or 
to avoid immediate danger. 

 
(e) A vessel other than a crossing vessel or a vessel joining or leaving a lane shall not normally enter a separation 
zone or cross a separation line except: 
 

(i) in cases of emergency to avoid immediate danger; 
 

(ii) to engage in fishing within a separation zone. 
 
(f) A vessel navigating in areas near the terminations of traffic separation schemes shall do so with particular 
caution. 
 
(g) A vessel shall so far as practicable avoid anchoring in a traffic separation scheme or in areas near its terminations. 
 
(h) A vessel not using a traffic separation scheme shall avoid it by as wide a margin as is practicable. 
 
(i) A vessel engaged in fishing shall not impede the passage of any vessel following a traffic lane. 
 
(j) A vessel of less than 20 metres in length or a sailing vessel shall not impede the safe passage of a power-driven 
vessel following a traffic lane. 
 
(k) A vessel restricted in her ability to manoeuvre when engaged in an operation for the maintenance of safety of 
navigation in a traffic separation scheme is exempted from complying with this Rule to the extent necessary to carry 
out the operation. 
 
(l) A vessel restricted in her ability to manoeuvre when engaged in an operation for the laying, servicing or picking 
up of a submarine cable, within a traffic separation scheme, is exempted from complying with this Rule to the 
extent necessary to carry out the operation. 
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Section II - Conduct of vessels in sight of one another 
 
Rule 13 Overtaking 
(a) Notwithstanding anything contained in the Rules of Part B, Sections I and II, any vessel overtaking any other shall 
keep out of the way of the vessel being overtaken. 
 
(b) A vessel shall be deemed to be overtaking when coming up with another vessel from a direction more than 22.5 
degrees abaft her beam, that is, in such a position with reference to the vessel she is overtaking, that at night she 
would be able to see only the stern light of that vessel but neither of her sidelights. 
 
(c) When a vessel is in any doubt as to whether she is overtaking another, she shall assume that this is the case and 
act accordingly. 
 
(d) Any subsequent alteration of the bearing between the two vessels shall not make the overtaking vessel a 
crossing vessel within the meaning of these Rules or relieve her of the duty of keeping clear of the overtaken vessel 
until she is finally past and clear. 

 
Rule 17 Action by stand-on vessel 
(a)  (i) Where one of two vessels is to keep out of the way the other shall keep her course and speed. 

 
(ii) The latter vessel may however take action to avoid collision by her manoeuvre alone, as soon as it becomes 
apparent to her that the vessel required to keep out of the way is not taking appropriate action in compliance 
with these Rules. 

 
(b) When, from any cause, the vessel required to keep her course and speed finds herself so close that collision 
cannot be avoided by the action of the give-way vessel alone, she shall take such action as will best aid to avoid 
collision. 
 
(c) A power-driven vessel which takes action in a crossing situation in accordance with sub-paragraph (a)(ii) of this 
Rule to avoid collision with another power-driven vessel shall, if the circumstances of the case admit, not alter 
course to port for a vessel on her own port side. 
 
(d) This Rule does not relieve the give-way vessel of her obligation to keep out of the way. 


